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Wilbur Wright, during his stay in France, has used three flying-grounds. He started on the Hunaudieres Racecourse, 

about five miles from Le Mans, and there he proceeded to make that series of progressive experiments which were 

watched with such eager anticipation by the whole world, and which finished by setting at rest once and for all any doubt 

as to his wonderful powers with his equally marvellous machine. The above excellent photograph shows Wilbur making 

one of his mesg tre: flights, many of which were carried out under great bodily discomfort on account of a severe burn 
which Wright had then recently sustained as the result of an explosion. (See Au/omotor, August 22nd, 1908.) 
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EARLY HISTORY. 


ADER’S FLYER.—With the above machine M. Ader, the well-known French electrical engineer, flew 

300 metres on October 14th, 1897, at Satory, before delegates of the French Government. The machine 

is a monoplane, with rigid 'pat-like wings. With an earlier model he flew 50 metres in the year 1890, 
which is probably the first actual flight on record. (See FLIGHT, January 2nd, 1909.) 


SANTOS DUMONT’S RECORD FLIGHT.—The modern development of flight may be said to date from 

October 23rd, 1906, when Santos Dumont won the first prize—the Archdeacon Cup—by a flight exceeding 

26 metres. The above photograph shows him achieving his record flight of 220 metres on November 12th 
of the same year. (See Aumtomotor, October 27th, 1906.) 





HENRY FARMAN WINS THE GRAND PRIX.—The next step in flight was the winning of the Deutsch- 
Archdeacon Prize of 50,000 francs by Henry Farman, who was the first to cover a circular course of 1 kilom. 
in length. The prize was won on Janoary | 13th, 1908. (See Automotor, January 18th, 1908.) 
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THE FIRST ENGLISHMAN FLIES. 
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Henry Farman, an Englishman resident in France, was the first Englishman to fly, the first aviator to accomplish a 


circular flight in public, and also the first to fly across country. His first great accomplishment was the winning of the 
Grand Prix of the Air in the beginning of 1908, and in the above photograph he is seen making one of his earliest 
successful flights in training for this event. It was in the latter part of 1907 that Henry Farman first began to attract 

attention. (See Automotor, November 2nd, 1907.) 
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FARMAN FLIES FROM CHALONS TO RHEIMS.—On October 3ist, 1908, Henry Farman flew from his 
practice ground at Chalons across country to Rheims, a distance of 27 kiloms., passing in his flight across 
villages and trees. (See Automotor, November 7th, 1908.) 
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BLERIOT FLIES FROM TOURY TO ARTENAY.—On the same day that Farman flew to Rheims, Bleriot 
flew 14 kiloms. in 11 mins. across country between Toury and Artenay. Bleriot’s machine is a monoplane, and 
the first of its kind to make an extended flight. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO Vlight> 








SS 


me ee eee ee ee we ewe ee we ee ae ee Se eee Oe ot 
A ; 








ntl atl 





iC ree ey 





——_ 


fa ee ee a a a a re ee 












> 


| 
| 


| 
, 
| 
| 
| 





—— ee ee ee ee we Qe 











Moore-Brabazon was the second Englishman to fly, and is, in the above photograph, seen making one of his most 
successful achievements at Issy, near Paris, on December 3rd, 1908, when he flew three consecutive flights of from 
500 to 600 metres each. He uses a Voisin biplane, and remained in France until he was satisfied with his 
machine (now on view at Olympia Show) as a whole, and in particular the engine. He has now come to fly in 
England. (See FLIGHT, January 2nd, 1909.) 
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KING ALFONSO XIII OF SPAIN WITH WILBUR WRIGHT.—On Saturday, February 20th, 1909, 
King Alfonso XIII of Spain visited Wilbur Wright at his Pau flying ground, and in the above photograph he is 
seen seated on the Wright flyer discussing its points with the famous 


merican. (See FLIGHT, February 27th, 1909.) 
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WRIGHT AND HIS PUPILS AT PAU.—Part of the historical contract between Wilbur Wrigh 
Lazare Weiller is that the former shall train three pupils to fly. 
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t and 
hose chosen to fulfil this capacity are 
M. Tissandier, Capt. Gerardville, and Count de Lambert. Reading from left to right the above personalities are 


M. Bleriot, M. Tissandier, Capt. Gerardville, Wilbur Wright, Madame Hart O. Berg, Count de Lambert, and 
Miss Katherine Wright. 


(See FLIGHT, February 20th, 1909.) 
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FLIGHT, February 27th, 1909.) 
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THE WRIGHT FLYER BEING HAULED TO THE STARTING RAIL.—This is a rear view of the 
machine, but nevertheless affords an interesting comparison with the British Army Flyer seen above. (See Auéo- 
motor, August 22nd, 1908.) 


MOORE-BRABAZON ON HIS VOISIN FLYER.—The Voisin Biplane differs in many respects from Wright’s 
machine, but ‘principally in having a large box kite tail, whereas the Wright Flyer has nothing but a vertical 
rudder at the rear. (See FLIGHT, February 20th, 1909.) 


7 











SUPPEEMENT TO GLiGht> MARCH 20, 1909. 


THE BRITISH ARMY 
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The British Army Flyer is housed in the balloon shed, which is the real home of ‘‘ Nulli Secundus,” at South Farnborough. 
Trial flights are carried out on Laffan’s Plain, and much inconvenience is experienced, as may be judged from the lower 
photograph, in transporting the flyer to its aerodrome from its shed which is illustrated above. (See FLIGHT, February 27th, 1909.) 
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The British Army Flyer about to start a flight on Laffan’s Plain. (See FLIGHT, February 27th, 1909. 
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AEROPLANE. 











The British Army Flyer ex route for Laffan’s Plain after leaving its shed. The machine is of the biplane type, and, as 

above equipped, had a fore and aft rudder and front elevator with adjacent righting planes. In its later form the righting 

planes have been transposed to the rear where they form a horizontal tail, and righting sails have been attached to the 
lower main deck. (See FLIGHT, January 16th, 1909.) 





The British Army Flyer in flight on Laffan’s Plain. (See FLIGHT, February 27th, 1909.) 
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PERSONALITIES 


THE FIRST LADY TO FLY.— 
During his visit to Turin, M. Dela- 
granse carried Madame Therese 
eltier on his aeroplane, and thereby 
gave this lady the right to the title 
of first lady passenger. The flight 
extended a distance of 150 metres. 
(See Automotor, July 25th, 1908.) 


Among other ladies who have 
=. had the privilege of being pas- 
sengers are Mme. Hart O. Berg, 
Countess Lambert, and Miss 
Katherine Wright, all of whom 
made their first acquaintance with 
flight in the Wright machine. So 
far no lady has attempted to pilot 
a flyer, but it will surely only be a 
matter of time before a few of the 
more daring try this new form of 
sport. 
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HENRY FARMAN WITH M. ARCHDEACON.— 
Among the few aviators besides the Wrights who 
have succeeded in making passenger flights is Henry 
Farman, who carried M. Archdeacon 1,241 metres on 
May 30tb, 1908. (See Azmtomotor, June 6th, 1908.) 
M. Archdeacon was himself one of the first Frenchmen 
to experiment in flight, and was the founder of the 
first flight prize. 
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MR. MOORE-BRABAZON was the second Englishman 
to fly, having been preceded by Mr. Henry Farman, who, 
although of British nationality, has lived so long in 
France that the French claim him for their own. Mr. 
Moore-Brabazon_ having made several preliminary 
experiments in France, has now brought his machine 
to England. (See Aztomotor, December 12th, 1908, 
et seq.) 
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IN FLIGHT, 


THE WRIGHTS. — 
Since Orville Wright's 
regrettable accident, his 
sister, Miss Katherine 
Wright, has been his 
constant companion, The 
above photograph was 
secured on the arrival of 
Orville Wright in France, 
and is also one of the few 
existing photographs of 
Wilbur right (on the 
right) in mufti. (See 
FLIGHT, », January 23rd, 
11909. ) 








WRIGHT ON HIS FLYER.—The above excellent photograph is very typic 
shows him grasping the levers of his wonderful flyer. 
that he has taken the carrying of a passenger as a matter of course. In the above photograph 

M. Ernest Zens is occupying the passenger’s seat. 


It has been a feature of Wright’s mastery of flight 


(See Automotor, October 3rd, 1908.) 
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Orville Wright’s pre- 
sence in the United States 
at that time was due, to 
the fact that they had to 
satisfy a Government 
contract, and Lieut. Sel- 
fridge, who was killed by 
the fall, was acting in an 
official capacity as Orville 
Wright’s passenger. 
Orville Wright himself 
sustained a broken leg, 
the only bodily mishap 
which has befallen either 
of the brothers in flight. 
The American Govern- 
ment have extended the 
date for the completion of 
their contract with the 
Wrights in order that the 
necessary trials might 
take place on Orville’s 

recovery. 
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SOME FLYERS 
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CAPTAIN FERBER’S FLYER AT ISSY.—On August 19th, 1908, M. Legagneux successfully piloted 
Capt. Ferber’s flyer through the air for a distance of 200 metres. (See Automotor, August 29th, 1909.) 




















MELVIN-VANIMAN’S TRIPLANE.—There are but few triplanes in existence, but the above photograph 
shows one in flight at Issy belonging to M. Vaniman. On December 18th, 1908, it flew a distance of 
150 metres at a height of 6 metres. (See Automotor, December 26th, 1908.) 
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BLERIOT’S EARLY SUCCESS.—M. 











Bleriot has been the most painstaking and the most successful of experimenters 


with the monoplane, one of his earliest successes being the flight illustrated above, which took place on July 17th, 1908, 


and lasted about a minute. (See Aztomotor, July 25th, 1908.) 
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THE. AMERICAN AEROPLANE “JUNE BUG.”—Next to the Wright machine, the most notable flyer 

yet constructed in America is the * June Bug,” which won the Sccentific American trophy in July, 1908. .: 

Graham Bell is associated with its design, which is peculiar on account of the arched planes. (See Amsfomotor, 
July 25th, 1908 ) The ‘ Silver Dart” is similar in design but slightly smaller. 




















WRIGHT FLYING AT AUVOURS.—The above photograph was taken during a 20 minutes’ flight which Wright 
achieved at Auvours in September, 1908. The flight in question was remarkable as being the first occasion on which 
he had publicly ascended to an altitude of between 85 and 100 feet above the ground. (See Awsomotor, September 12th, 1908.) 
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DIRIGIBLE 





‘‘ Nulli Secundus,” the British Army Dirigible No. 1. 
(See FLIGHT, March 13th, 1909). 


‘‘Nulli Secundus” has had a brief and far from happy 
record, which, however, is in no way due to the milita 

authorities, who do the best they can with the funds at their 
disposal. In October, 1907, ‘‘ Dirigible 1” made its memor- 
able trip to London, and was wrecked during a storm while 
riding at anchor in the Crystal Palace, after a forced descent. 








The Italian Military Dirigibie No. 1, 
sailing along the shore of Lake 
Braciano. (See Axtomotor, October 
24th, 1908.) 





The trials were carried out in 
charge of Capt. Ricaldoni and 
Lieut. Munari, and included flights 
over the neighbouring villages. 
They were so successful that the 
Government immediately decided to 
put another dirigible in hand at 
once, and has since entered upon a 
very comprehensive programme for 
the building of a large aerial fleet. 
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“La Ville de Paris,” M. Deutsch la Meurth’s French 


Dirigible. (See FLIGHT, March 6th, 1909.) floating shed on Lake Constance. (See FLIGHT, March 6th, 1909.) 
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‘* The Zeppelin,” the 
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AIRSHIPS. 








‘‘La Patrie,” the ill-fated French military dirigible, which broke from her moorings in a storm and was lost. 
During this last voyage to its unknown resting-place, it collided with a hill in Ireland, where it dropped one 
of its propellers. (See Aztomotor, November 24th, 1906, and December 14th, 1907. ) 








in length, and has a 
capacity of 3,650 cubic 
metres ; it is constructed 
of rubber-proofed silk. 
In order that the Govern- 
ment should not be with- 
out a dirigible when they 
lost “La Patrie,” the 
Deutsch de La Meurthe 
patriotically handed over 
his own airship, ‘“ Ville 

de Paris.” 


“Le Republique,” the 

French military airship. 

(See Automotor, July 4th, 
1908.) 








‘“‘ Le Republique ” was 
built to replace ‘La 
Patrie,” and is designed 
on similar lines, as our 
illustrations show. The 
gas vessel is 65 metres 








































The Bayard-Clement airship, purchased by Russia, making a _— with 7 passengers on board, from Sar- 
trouville to Paris, at an average speed of 50 kilometres per hour. (See Automotor, November 7th, 1908.) 
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MONOPLANES. 


Messrs. Gastambide and Mengin, being taken out for trial. 
November 14th, 1908.) 


(See Automotor, 


ee 


‘‘ Antoinette III,” constructed by 


M. ESNAULT-PELTERIE ON HIS d his investigations of flight 

with a Wright glider, but subsequently adopted the monoplane principle in the construction of his motor-driven 

flyer, because he wished to avoid the numerous wires and stays which are used in the erection ot biplanes. 
(See Automotor, October 31st, 1908.) 
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THE BLERIOT SHORT-SPAN FLYER.—The feature ot the above monoplane is its narrow span, which 
only measures 7 metres from tip to ep. The area of 13 sq. metres has since been enlarged to 14 sq. metres, 
and the machine has flown 14 kilometres over a circular course. (See FLIGHT, January 30th, 1909.) 
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